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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT 50 
U S C 31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION 
OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AH UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO- 
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED, HOW- 
EVER, INFORMATION CONTAINED IN BODY OF THE FORM MAY BE UTILIZED 
AS DEEMED NECESSARY 


t.HIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION FOR THE RESEARCH 
USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS 


ILLEGIB 

The '’Chemisehe Werke Buna der Sowtfet AG fiir Kautsehuk” in 
Schkopau were notified on 15 April 1948 that parts of the works 
would be dismantled. Dismantling started at the beginning of 
May 1948 , and lasted until the end of June 1948,^, Dismantling 
struek solely the new buildings of the final polymerization stage. 
These buildings, five in number, were stripped of every piece of 
equipment; compressors, boilers, polymerization equipment, even 
the electrical installations, telephone equipment, and plumbing, 
were removed. To remove the equipment, the walls of the build- 
ings were broken open. During this dismantling action, no workers 
from the Buna Works were deported, or in any way removed from the 
works . The dismantled equipment was packed in crates and stored 
and then, at the end of June 1948, loaded on freight cars at 
Schkopau station. It is a common guess among the administrative 
Staff of the Schkopau works that the dismantled equipment was 
shipped to an unknown destination in Russia where a Buna plant 
is in the process of being built; it is also supposed that deport- 
ation of Buna personnel to Russia will start once this plant is 
finished. 
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The new buildings of the polymerization stage which were totally 
dismantled during 'the above mentioned dismantling action took 
fare of sixty percent of the final stage processing of the Buna 
< fit put . After the dismantling, polymerization continued in the 
<ld pre-war polymerization buildings. The result of the 
dismantling was a sharp drop till Buna production from 4,000 tons 
ter month to 2,000 tons. During the months to come. Buna output 
3s expected to decrease further for two reasong: 

(18) Raw jnaterial (lime, chalk, hard coal, coke) allotted to the 
works for the last quarter of 1948 is sufficient only to 
cover about seventy percent of its oresent capacity ie for 
an output, of about 1,500 tons per month. ' 


Lack of Phenyl - Beta - Naphthylamin ( .NH .0 H K 
This agent is needed for the protection of Buna from Aging, 
and is indispensable for this purpose. It has to be added 
at a rate of three percent to the Bun 
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by adding CnilirB to Beta-Haphtol, which is produced by 
fche IG Farben in 3l8chst . In the past the Buna Works |$ave 
brought two or three ton-ton trucks filled with this agent 
from Western Germany to Schkopau each month* As compensa- 
tion the Buna works gave the Ludwigs ha fen Works another 
chemical, Hexandriol, which is a by-product of Buna 
production, and which is needed as a softening agent in the 
production of Igelit, which is produced in Ludwigshafen* 

This compensation business between Ludwigshafen and Schkopau 
has in the past worked satisfactorily so that the Buna 
Works could more or less cover their actual needs for 
Phenyl-Beta -Naphthylamin without ever having been able to 
stock this substance in amounts sufficient to provide for 
a larger interruption of the delivery. Delivery was actually 
interrupted at the beginning of October 1948, probably as a 
result of the tightening of inter-zonal traffic and trade 
regulations from Western to Eastern Germany, At the beginning 
of October 1948, two ten-ton trucks sent out from Schkopau 
to Ludwigshafen, were loaded there and tried, in vain, to cross 
the zonal border near Hof, They made another attempt at 
crossing the border in the English Zone, also in vain# They 
finally dumped their loads in a Buna warehouse in Gftttingen 
(British Zone), The same thing happened a week later when 
again two trucks loaded in Ludwigshafen did not succeed in 
crossing the zonal border in either th© American or the 
British Zones. 


Since no replacement of this agent is available, and since 
no stocks of it are i n existence, the entire produ ction of. 
Buna is threatened# 

Buna production chief, 
mentioned agent on hand 
production until 15 Oct o' 
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With the difficulties increasing for the production of Buna* as 
a result of the dismantling as well as the above mentioned 
difficulties, the of the works is more and more 

considering shifting the production to other products which are 
also in the Buna Works production line* If Buna production should 
actually be stopped, or reduced significantly, the works will 
Increase their production of lubricants by allotting a larger 
amount of acetylene, so far used for Buna* production, to the 
production of lubricants. Lubricants production in the Buna 
Works has, in the last months, reached between 200 and 300 ton 3 
per month; the works have an actual production capacity of about 
1000 tons per month. Similar conditions exist in the production 
of Giya an tin, an anti-freeze agent. The present output is 200 
tons per month, although the works have a capacity of about 700 
tons per month. The same goes for the production of technical 
vinegar, and edible vinegar. Present production is 1000 tons per 
month of technical vinegar, and 100 tons per month of edible 
vinegar, whereas the capacity lies around 1500 and 700 tons per 
month respectively. It; must however be pointed out that although 
these and other possibilities of shifting production from Buna 
to other products ^ould perhaps (§3ave the works from' a stoppage or 
shortening of work, they would not be able to make up for the loss 
of revenue which the works would suffer.,, from a stoppage or 
reduction of Buna production. The (Mia^roenfct counted on a gross 
Income of between 120 and 150 million Magics per year, at the pre- 
dismantling production rate, from production of Buna alone. 
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(a) For the production of anti-freeze substances, mainly 

GlysantiA* V . :v 

(b) Ar"a high explosive substance. The difference in the 
possible use is determined by a number of characteristics , 
which, in turn, depend on the method of production; these 
characteristics are, for instance, its boiling limits, 
percentage of sulphur, chlcr etc* The glycei which the 
Buna works has so far produced has not possessed the 
characteristics of high-standard glycol which normally is 
used in the fabrication of explosives* Several attempts by 
the Russians to make the works produce high-standard glycol 
for explosives have so far failed because the engineers* in 
question maintained that the works were not able t o 
Actually , the works could product it j fhey cflcT so during 
the war. 


ILLEGIB 


Russian insistence on the production of larger amounts of 
glycol, and of such glycol as could be used for explosives, 
has become particularly pressing since April 1948*, In 
April 1948, the Russians ordered a daily production of twenty 
tons of gslycol, while, up to that time, glycol production 
had been about two hundred tons per month. In spite of this 
Russian order, production stayed at this point. It is, 
however, possible fchat^ with a reduction of Bum production, 
more of the Acetylene would, in the future, go into the 
production of glycol, and thus increase it. Of the 200 tons 

* ji 

M 

'3 

Gnaschwitz which has never been dismantled, where it was used 
in the manufacture of Dlnitroglycol, a high explosive. In 
August 1948, Rasno-Import officially asked the ratrogaitaiVvipn of 
the Buna Works whether they could produce glycol "under the 
following conditions" . The specifications which followed 
were exactly those concerning the boiling limits, sulphur, 
and chlorine content, etc., which are mentioned 1 above and 
are the official IG standards for the production of glycol 
for high explosive purposes. Upon a negative answer, 

Rasno-Import repeated 'its demand several times,, always adding 
that "one of our English business friends wants to know 



whether you could produce glycol to meet the following 
specifications". The works have, so far, (10 October 1948) 
ILLEGIB maintained their negative attitude, I LLEG IB 




past, the bulk of buna production goes 
about eight to ten percent remains in Gi 
In the past gone to Western Germany to 
manufacture of tires, mainly at Bunlpp, Hanau; G 0 ntinental, 
Hannover; and Metzeler, Munich. These works kept part of the 
tires, and returned part of them to Schkopau. This situation 
has changed since a tire factory has been* opened in Ketzschendorf 
which, allegedly^ has the same production capacity as Bunlop, 
Hanau, but which is suffering from lack of equipment and skilled 
labor. Most of the tires produced in Kfetzschendorf are shipped 
to Ha lie -Troths, and from there to Stettin to be exported to 
Russia . 
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a crew ox oniy j.o,wu, Actual Buna production engages only 
three to four thousand men, the rest being machinists, lock- 
smiths, mechanics, construction workers, clerks,, salesmen, 
officials, , etc. The Russian Qommercial Director, Tayazov, left 
during the' summer of 1948, and was replaced by Monakhov, who 
is, at the same time. Deputy Director General under Genial 
Nazarov. 


(C H OH) 

7. Alcohol 25 is an important by-product in the production of 
Buna. Until April 1948, the works used to employ the alcohol 
for the; production of Sthylene, needed in the production of 
glycol and Glysantin. Prom April 1948 ^ on, the alcohol produced 
in' the Buna Works has all been shipped f to Russia. It has. gone 
to a Buna factory in Efremov where it is' transformed into Buna 
through the addition of ten percent faraldehyde (CH CHO) by 
means of the Lebedev process. 3 3 « 
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